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THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKERS AND LANDLESS PEASANTS
SHALL BE PARAMOUNT !

A NATIONAL PLAN AGAINST THE POOR
iGOLI 2002

The iGoli 2002 plan for the privatisation of publi
services in Greater Johannesburg represents ause
attack on the already miserable living standardshef
poverty-stricken masses. There is little doubt ttret
government intends that every local council mudib¥o
suit to implement the same scheme in every citytanth
across the country. In the June 1997 edition of
“APDUSAN" an article entitled “The fight agains
privatisation” deals with the background to prigation,
the government’s policy in this regard and othdates
matters. In the section dealing with “An econom
function for the (capitalist) state” the following said :
“In order to build themselves up capitalist busiessg
adopt different methods at different times. Duniingises
of weakness and economic difficulty the governmg
which is in charge of a large social fund, is ropedto
accelerate capitalist expansion. It is called uptm
finance the construction of major industries. Iscd
Eskom, Armscor and so on were all built up outtafes
funds. Through organised and consistent strugdie,
oppressed classes make tremendous gains. Victd
include the financing of education, health, unemplent
insurance, etc, out of the social fund managed Hey
government. While the capitalists can increase isof
they reluctantly concede to such welfare serviBes.as
conditions for making profits become more difficthey
hit back to reclaim what they conceded to the pg
yesterday.”

All the actions of the government and the capital
class regarding the iGoli 2002 plan, should be eitw
the light of the above. As reported in previoudieds of
the APDUSAN, the implementation of the privatieati
of basic public services in the Greater Johanngsh
metropole (or the setting up of public-privat
partnerships with the same objective in mind) haxked
a strong response from people’s organisations.

T

C workers and their dependants. These actions clehdw

riothe working class that in their present and futoagles
they are faced with the representatives of thetabsti
class whose reason for existence is to enrich thkes
at the expense of the majority and to executeptioe
capitalist political and economic agenda irrespectf

hethe social costs to the poor majority. These aggtpple
who, after entrenching themselves in positions @fgr
and influence, are today confident enough to prdcee
with these actions knowing that they can call oe th

ic repressive apparatus of the state (courts and rniso
parliament, police and army) to follow through witteir
oppressive policies. They also take heart from feu
that the ability of the working class and theiriesl to

enteffectively counter their policies, is at presemited.
Hence their steamroller attitude in the iGoli 20f4itle.
They are telling us that we should shut up anerisb

r them - the experts. All this in the glorious namie o
“transformation” and “ the realities of being pait the

t global economy”, not to forget the much abused

ri¢slemocratic” label.

In various meetings around Johannesburg recently,

t strong opposition to the iGoli 2000 plan was expees
by trade unionists, students, civic and political
organisations alike. APDUSA has participated in the
establishment of a broad alliance to resist andoetritis

orscheme. The unity of the oppressed and exploited
labouring masses across the country, under thesiaig

is of their won independent organisations, is of panant
importance for this struggle to be waged succeygsful
Once again it becomes clear that the defeat ofisegh
apartheid has been but a limited victory while soeio-

ureconomic plight of the majority is growing worsehrer

e than better. The struggle continues. [

government is nevertheless proceeding full steaea@h

and will in due course start implementing simila

programmes elsewhere in the country.

Such is the brazenness which has come to chasete

government policy. In response to protests thegradl
sorts of rationalisations, none answering the iaad
devastating effects these policies will have on t

Inside =»
A Call for Unity p-2
Tripartite Alliance under Attackp.2&3
Struggles Around the World  p.4

The Land Question p-6
and more

h




A CALL FOR UNITY

Manenberg Tornado Victims Take Up The Broader Chaalige

The Manenberg Disaster
Community (MDC) took the bold
step of convening a meeting on 9
April to address the manifold
problems facing the working class
today. In its ongoing battle with
the Cape Town City Council to
rehouse the victims of the tornado
that struck the area last year out
of the insurance and disaster
relief funds, which the City
Council refuses to do and insists
that the people must pay for new
homes themselves, the MDC
reached the conclusion that its
fight was but a part of the struggle
of the broader community. The
“Urban Renewal” program of the
City Council in which it divests
itself of any responsibility for the
needs of the poor, affects all
squatter camp and township
dwellers and not just the tornado
victims of Manenberg.

A number of organisations were

invited to this convention but
unfortunately, ony a few
responded. Nevertheless, it was
an enthusiastic meeting, reflecting
a high level of understanding of
the problems confronting those
who are forced to eke out an
existence in the squatter camps
and sub-economic townships
which besmirch the land.

Besides the speakers who
highlighted the plight of the
tornado victims, most of whom
have been rehoused in cramped
temporary shelters without any
amenities and who face
enormous health risks, others
focussed on the broader issues. A

speaker from the MDC
highlighted  the  effects of
unemployment and escalating

retrenchment and poverty on the
people in the townships, while a
representative  from COSATU
spoke on its campaign against
unemployment and its opposition

to the GEAR macro-economic
policy of the government. Finally,
a speaker from  APDUSA
endorsed the call for broad based
unity of independent organisations
of the oppressed and exploited,
emphasising the need to learn the
lessons of past struggles. While
the oppressed and exploited
masses have won a partial victory
in the defeat of legalised
apartheid, their  fundamental
socio-economic problems have
yet to be resolved and the
struggle must continue.

The success of this meeting is
yet to be measured but efforts
such as these and the mounting
campaign against the Igoli 2002
project show that the exploited
masses are not prepared to lie
down in the face of new
techniqgues of oppression and
exploitation. )

MAY DAY RALLY

WHITHER THE ALLIANCE?

A general analysis of May Day by workers in Gauteng At a meeting of the COSATU Johannesburg
reveals that attendance was not satisfactory. Manyocal the South African Communist Party (SACP)
reasons have been forwarded, beginning from poofound itself in a rather awkward situation. It had
organisation, that there were insufficient buses toannounced that on the 16-18th of May a
transport the workers, to the fact that May Dagart ~ privatisation conference would take place in
of a long weekend. What concerns us however is théandton where, amongst other people, Jeff Radebe
following incident: and Kenny Fihla, would be speaking. It then

At the FNB stadium rally the ANC gave support to fequested workers to go and picket against the

the 10th of May General Strike of COSATU. This seem conference.

to have satisfied some workers. We have nothing fals

A worker stood up and asked: “how can the

harsh words for such workers because they are nopACP request us to go and protest against Jeff

learning from the bitter experiences that have ltesu

from the GEAR policy of the ANC government. Let us

make this point clear: the ANC is a petit bourgdeds
organisation that has no other interests exceptinger
capital. A clear class line runs between its irgtyeand
the socialist interests of the workers. Only therst
opportunists can place themselves on the capitatistof
that class line without being ashamed. As for theCAIn

ditching the RDP and adopting the GEAR policy, has

made itself clear, it serves our class enemy -shalp.

At the FNB stadium the ANC was merely paying lip-

service to the workers’ struggle in view of the @ogn
local elections. We must not forget that the gergtrike

was, after all, against the policies of the AN@lits
°

Radebe an executive member of the SACP?”
OOPS! The SACP responded by saying that all of
its members who are in government or parliament
represent the interests of the ANC not the SACP.
Another answer given was that a letter had been
written to Jeff to demand of him to speak only in the
interests of the workers. The workers at the meeting
could not help themselves but to giggle over these
gimmicks.

One thing comes out clearly. The SACP’s line of
fighting to “complete the process of democratic
transformation”, that excuse for it to run with the
hares and chase with the hounds, is fast being
exposed in the eyes of the workers. How far can this
deceptive alliance of labour and capital last? That
depends not on the workers alone but on the work
of all revolutionary organisations to offer them a real
alternative. °



COSATU UNDER FIRE
ON TRIPARTITE
ALLIANCE

A workshop, attended by 480 people, was held
the Workers Library in Johannesburg on the
March to discuss whether COSATU should rema
the Tripartite Alliance or break away from it. 1
speaker in favour of COSATU remaining in
alliance, a shopsteward from the South Afr
Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers Un
(SACCAWU), argued that the alliance was broad
historical, thatthe ANC was the leading partner
that the SA Communist Party was in the vanguara
alliance was based on national democratic den
first formulated in the Freedom Charter, wt
COSATU had adopted in 1985. He admitted how
that the workers had ot achieved much since |
democratic breakthrough in 1994 and that real fret
would only come with economic freedom. The wor
must fight to control the means of production thyl
the SACP, while the ANC must speak out agi

The majority of those, who spoke from the flc
representing organisations like APDUSA, Soci
Alternative (formerly Marxist Workers Tendency)
individual shopstewards and workers, roundly atta
the views of the speeak in favour of the alliance. /
Apdusan asked how COSATU, which was oppost
GEAR could at the same time support the /
government, which was implementing the GE
policy and yet was supposed to carry out the pdio
the alliance. The SACP provided cover for th
reactionary policies of the ANC government
workers were expected to fall in line behind t
"leaders". A member of Socialist Alternative pout
out that the alliance supported the preservatiothe
state machine and that it hagdeme a trap for tl
workers. A member of the SACP said the govern
was disciplining the workers to carry out capiti
policies and that the nationalist route had faibad
nevertheless the alliance did have some merit!

retrenchments, but the alliance must be maintained.

THE SOCIAL SAFETY NET

For some time there has been talk of a “safety
net” that will be available to workers who end up
being retrenched, the idea being that the company
concerned will provide retraining in skills appropriate
for the said employees to use upon being
retrenched. A typical case is the situation of Telkom
workers who have recently been retrenched.
According to an article in the Mail and Guardian of
19 May 2000 Telkom “outsourced” 958 workers to a
black empowerment company Molapo Technology.
This company then proceeded to retrench about a
third of these workers. According to a spokesman
for the Communication Workers’ Union, Telkom, as

part of the arrangement, informed workers that their
jobs at the new company would be guaranteed. The
standard denials and rationalisations on the part of
the companies concerned followed.

This is an illustration of the lengths that the
capitalists and their handmaidens will go to defend
their interests. The deceit and double talk is typical
of an oppressor class which must hide behind
smokescreens to get its policies accepted by the
working class. The future will see more of these
actions, and failing that, more direct and blatant
attacks on the labouring classes. °

TEACHER CONTROL

A new Bill is soon to be tabled in parliament, néme
“The Education Laws Amendment Act” (Cape Times,
15/05/2000). The bill contains five categories efisus
offences, for which teachers will be fired if fougdilty
after a series of investigations. The bill also ersv
amendments to the Employment of Educators Act, the
National Education and Policy Act and the Southiiin
Schools Act.

At a speech to the Mamelodi community in Pretoria,
Kader Asmal (Minister of Education) said that thé b
would “streamline” the process of disciplining thacs.
(ibid.). At the moment if a teacher faces chargés o
misconduct, he or she is brought before a tribufibé
tribunal consists mainly of union members “who
(according to Asmal) make it difficult if not impsible”
to discipline or fire teachers.

The new bill makes provision for an investigation t
start, if there is evidence of a teacher misbelaviha
preliminary investigation yields enough evidencdeent
the offending teacher will be charged with miscartday
the Department of Education. A presiding officell we
appointed to deal with the case, who can recomnaend
dismissal if the teacher is found guilty.

No one will disagree that teachers who are guifty o
misconduct or dereliction of duty must be brought t
book. The question that arises here is who decides
constitutes misconduct and to what end? If a teache
refuses to carry out a bureaucratic dictate of the
Education Department which will have a negativeeff
on the students is this misconduct? We have beengh
all of this in the past under the old oppressivgime.
Our new government is not doing much better so why
should we drop our guard now?

APDUSA says that this new law is just another why o
taking the matters of education out of the handshef
people responsible for it, the teachers, alongdite
students and their parents. This is also an atbacke
teachers’ unions and is a mechanism to sidelinenthe
The fraternity involved in education must not takés
lying down. Involve the organs of the communitytthee
existing (like Parent Teacher Student Associatiohisk
up with other organisations and resist this, bezausrse
is sure to follow. The teachers must not try tanfithis in
isolation of the broader struggle because thisuisjuost
one facet of the broader struggle. ®



From Around the World

IMPERIALIST INSTITUTIONS backed by Iran and Syria, has
inflicted a humiliating defeat on

FACE MASS DEMONSTRATIONS Israel.

Israel’s real objective in invading
"Shutdown the IMF and World before the spring sessions, Germany epanon was stated by its Chief of

Bank!"  This slogan attracted was badly beaten by America aboutsiaff at the time, Rafael Eitan “We
thousands of "anti-globalisation” who should be the next IMF Chief. yestroyed the PLO (Palestine
protestors to Washington DC to stopAmerica virtually appointed the | jperation Organisation) as a
the Spring meetings of the BrettonGerman candidate, Horst Kohler,candidate for negotiations with us
Woods twins. Many demonstratorswith bids by Japan and Africa thrown ghout the Land of Israel”. During the
saw April 16 & 17 as the sequel toout. They could not even settle on thecourse of their occupation, the
the demonstrations in Seattle lastself-reform recommendations by the|sraelis created havoc in Lebanon,
November to "Abolish the WTO".  Meltzer commission. They used thepombing and destroying much of
When the IMF and World Bank fact that President Museveni fromsoythern Lebanon and the capital
big shots posed for the mediaUganda recently purchased a jet oity, Beirut and being responsible for
briefings after their meeting, they had$36m to sidestep scrapping all themany atrocities committed against the
to respond directly to the anti-bigdebt. Although there have beenpopylation. It is estimated that 20 000
business voices from the streets. Thevhispers for 3 years about thepeople, mostly civilians lost their
bureaucrats had to tackle the chargéprivate lenders and investors”|yes during the  occupation.
that they are helping to impoverishsharing responsibility for the "Asian Hundreds of thousands of people
people across the world; they had tccrisis”, nothing is being done! Both pecame refugees following their
deflect the attacks of their outspokenthe Financial Times of April 19 2000 expulsion by the Israelis from South
enemies. What strategy did Jamesind The Economist of April 22 | epanon.
Wolfensohn, head of the World declared the Spring meetings a \hat the Israelis did not bargain
Bank, and his army manufacture?failure. for was the resistance to their
They jumped on the bandwagon of But what is needed is not justgccupation by the people of Lebanon
combating AIDS which is killing so periodic demonstrations in one city and the guerrilla force, the Hizbollah.
many poor people. So, where is thehere or there around the globe, bulyndreds of Israeli soldiers were
catch in this trick? The World Bank the building of an international killed and it was their coffins going
resolved to pump “limitless dollars" movement around an internationalhome that made the war in the
into private drug research anti-neoliberal programme. It must| epanon so unpopular among the
corporations. Many other incentives,also be ensured that challenging thigsraeli people that the government
including tax credits, will be offered or that symptom of imperialism yas in the end forced into the
to the private sector to “create ashould contribute to overthrowing the decision to withdraw from Lebanon.

market for anti-AIDS vaccines". (The underlying system. Instead of it being an orderly
Econodmlst, 52/29 April 5000) f withdrawal, it turned into a rout as
According to them, a stronger dose o 7/ the proxy army, the SLA either
capitalism will clear up the healthcare ISRA[[ 5 D[f[AT surrendered to the Hizbollah and the
mess it caused! But the reason why Lebanese army or turned tail, fleeing
the fight against AIDS remains /”l[ﬁA”O” across the border to Israel and
ineffective is to be found in the |eaving their tanKS, guns and
capitalist control over healthcare. ammunition behind them. The

Capitalist healthcare is not about The last detachment of Israeligccess of Hizbollah will give heart

curing people but securing super-army soldiers in Lebanon have, the palestinians, who are engaged

profits for drug companies. As withdrawn into Israel following the j, 4 pivotal struggle in the region

anyone can see, these agents dfisintegration of its surrogate army, against Israel.

imperialism think nothing of using the South Lebanon Army (SLA) as @ = The defeat of Israel in Lebanon,

the poor to enrich their paymasters. fighting force. This occurs 22 yearsjjxe the defeat of the United State in
This  anti-AIDS  hullabaloo after Israel created the SLA when ityietnam and its failure to crush the

concealed the infighting plaguing first invaded Southern Lebanon. jjpe isiand of Cuba, shows us that in

these institutions. These imperialistLater it occupied part of Southernina long run, the military might of

policing ~ agencies  get  paid Lebanon, establishing a 15 kilometrergactionary forces is no match for the

handsomely for hiding the fact thatbuffer zone, which it claimed was forces of history. °

the source of their internal quarrels isvital for its security. Hizbollah, an

the capitalist system itself. Shortly indigenous Lebanese guerrilla force,



LIVINGSTONE ELECTED

MAYOR OF LONDON

The accession of Ken
Livingstone to office as the first
elected Mayor of London is a
resounding defeat for "New
Labour” and its policies.
Livingstone declared himself an
independent candidate for mayor
following the result of an internal
Labour Party ballot for the
selection of their candidate, in
which he won the overwhelming
majority of the votes cast, but
nevertheless did not get the
nomination. This was because the
Labour leadership, in conducting
the ballot, violated all democratic
practice such as according each
Labour MP a vote equal to 1000
individual members of the Labour
Party!

Livingstone, in his campaign to
become mayor, focused on his
disagreement with the Labour
leadership’s plans to privatise the
London Underground, which he
stressed was his most important
difference with the government.
He won massive support from,

A Rebuff for the British Labour Party’s

labour supporters disillusioned
with the policies of 'New Labour’,
which have led to job losses, cuts
in spending for social welfare and
to the further deterioration of the
health and education system. His
support came from those who
remembered his leadership of the
Greater London Council and its
policies of reducing transport fares
and catering for the needs of
minority groups.

Livingstone's  challenge to
"New Labour" could have been
much more effective had he been
prepared to support putting up a
slate of candidates, committed to
socialist policies for the Greater
London Assembly, the body which
together with the Mayor was
elected to run London. This would
have been a real alternative to
"New Labour”. Instead, he chose
to offer to work together with the
mainstream political parties. His
failure to endorse a list of
candidates led to the London
Socialist Alliance, an alliance of

Right-Wing Policies

the major far left groups, putting
up a slate of candidates,
supporting Livingstone for mayor
and fighting for socialist policies.
Although it failed to get any of its
candidates elected to the
Assembly, it conducted a vigorous
campaign in support of socialism
and signed up more than 2000
active supporters, who were not
members of constituent groups.
"New Labour” is committed to
its  neoliberal policies and
transforming the Labour Party into
a bourgeois party. However, its
loss of core support among
traditional supporters of Labour is
a problem which will not go away.
Livingstone's challenge to "New
Labour” presents the far left in
Britain, which after many years of
splits and divisions has been able
to form an alliance, with the
opportunity to begin building a
socialist ~alternative to “New
Labour”. o

by the police.
For the whole duration of the strike, President
Zedillo and the university bureaucracy tried tostru

CAMPUS PROTEST
IN MEXICO CITY it with all their might. They, for instance, repéat
Francisco Barnés de Castro with Juan Ramoén de la

John Lennon spectacles, Cuban revolutionafuenta, the ex-health minister. Dr De la Fuente, a
songs, Class struggle language, Insurrectionigsychiatrist, plotted with a "referendum on the
slogans covering the buildings, Posters of Chgirike" to drive a wedge into the strike movement.
Guevara everywhere. These "sixties symboldVhen this ‘divide-and-rule’ manoeuvre failed,
marked the nine month strike at the largedtresident Zedillo instructed the police to attack.
university in Latin America. Over 320 000 students, workers and academics at

On 6 February 2000, Mexican President ZedilldJNAM started the strike on 20 April 1999. The
ordered the elite police force to smash the stake following three demands formed the core of the
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Méxicostrike movement's platform:

(UNAM). Over 2200 members of this elite forcel. Scrap the $150 tuition fee that the adminisirati
stormed onto the UNAM-campus. They arrested Wwanted to impose.
over 700 protesters, mainly students. According ©® Break down the bureaucratic operation of the

reports, this crackdown was not like the Tlatelolco University.
square massacre of 2 October 1968 in which neady Oppose plans to design the curriculum to serve
300 protesters were murdered by the army. big business.

Nonetheless, up to the first weeks of April ove®20A teenager attending the UNAM preparatory high
students were still behind prison bars. Charg&shool summed up the goal of the fight: "We don't
brought against those imprisoned range from tleeft want a university that just serves private compsnie
vandalism. Apparently the charge of terrorismyVe want it to be at the service of society." During
which can lock you in jail for a maximum of 40the strike links were established between the UNAM
years if convicted, had been dropped. The Humatrike council, a body coordinating the strike, and
Rights Centre in Mexico City meanwhile reportefl
that students have been tortured and sexually dbuse

Continued on next pages




Continued from Page 5

Unam Struggle Breeds Revolutionaries

the Zapatistas in Chiapas. Unity with other antiAfter the Mexican police invaded the UNAM

capitalist movements, especially those based withf@mpus, the capitalist press drew an explicitly

the working class, will definitely show as otheifearful account of the strike. The Economist offil2t

battles unfold. Although the administration caved iFebruary 2000, described UNAM as "a symbol of
on the tuiton demand, the other issues plus ttiblicly financed higher education and a traditiona
arrest of students and po"ce Occupation of tH@me of IEft-Wing activism". Later this assessment
campus produced a h|gh|y Charged climate. The hig}ﬁ]der”ned the fact that "the IOng sit-in will have
level of organisation and sharp political edg&urtured future revolutionaries, as previous ptotes

marking the UNAM struggle, are modest gains foovements did." (page 34). We salute those
Mexican comrades for their heroic resistance to the

"education for the capitalist marke®.

the overall objective to overthrow capitalism.

policy of

THE SOUTH AFRICAN LAND QUESTION IN PERSPECTIVE

“Threats of land invasion in South
Africa have been made by groups
of land claimants in Southern and
Eastern Cape who have slammed
the commission for delays in
restoring land.” (Argus 6/7 May
2000).

The demand for land by the
peasantry in South Africa has
resulted in many revolts in the
rural areas. The famous 1960
Pondoland revolt bears testimony
to the land hunger of a large part
of the population. We in the
APDUSA say while 87% of the
land belongs to a minority there
can be no progress in dealing with
the essential socio-economic
problems of the country. The
1992/93 negotiated political
settlement has left the new petit-
bourgeois government with a lot
of problems that it is unable to
solve .

The Zimbabwean crisis is an
indication of what is to come if the
land redistribution policy of the
ANC government stays mainly on
a “willing buyer, willing seller”
basis. The R16,000 subsidy
offered by the state to poor would-
be farmers was grossly
inadequate. Now the ANC is
proposing a new scheme in which
the basic subsidy has been
increased to R20,000. But this
new plan makes no Dbetter
provisions for the poor, landless
peasants. It has come under
strong attack by the national Land
Committee which questions its
“allocation of resources away
from the poor”. (Sunday
Independent 13/02/200).

On the other side of things, the
prices that are asked by the so-
called willing sellers exclude the
majority of the landless from the
outset. A case in point is a Cape
farmer who was initially prepared
to sell his farm for R3 million but
at the settlement stage a year
later he demanded R21 million for
the same farm. (Argus 6/7 May
2000).

According to Mr. Ramabulana,
Executive Director of the National
African Farmers Union, “Black
farmers are paying higher interest
than white farmers, because they
are being seen as risky clients.”
These farmers will not be able to
pay these exorbitant prices for
commercial farms and still make
a living from these farms. We also
find that conglomerates own vast
tracts of land for commercial
farming. Our pro-bourgeois
government understandably finds
it impossible to carve up these
highly  profitable farms  for
subsistence farming. We thus find
that the bourgeoisie finds itself in
a contradictory situation. They
must answer the growing demand
for land by the landless peasantry
while they know that subsistence
farming, as a mode of production,
is outdated and cannot meet the
requirements of a modern
bourgeois economy. But they will
have to address this land hunger
in order to prevent uprisings in
this  young and distorted
democracy.

It has recently been stated that
85% of state-owned land will be
distributed amongst 70 000

farmer's country wide. Most of this
land is located in the Eastern
Cape, the former bantustans, and
which has been eroded by
farming of too many people on too
little land. Is this is what is to be
given to these would-be farmers?
According to Statistics South
Africa (SSA), there are 1.7 million
households in former homeland
areas that are engaged in some
form of agriculture and in addition
there are about 25 000 labour-
tenant households, mainly in
KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga.
SSA also says that 1%  of
households in  the  former
bantustans access about 24% of
the arable land, and 7% of the
households maintain 45% of all
the livestock. (Mail & Guardian
12/05/2000).

Any sensible person will
immediately see that this land that
is being offered to the millions of
landless people is like a drop in
the ocean and that the needs of
only a handful will be satisfied.
The industries of this country will
not be able to provide the rest
with jobs and proletarianisation of
this vast army of peasants cannot
take place.

Since the land is unable to
feed the population, hunger is
forcing them to the towns and
cities. The increase of squatter
camps in every town and city
bears testimony to this. Local
authorities did not plan for this
“population explosion”. They are
unable to provide basic services
to these settlements and =



® water and sewerage systems
are grossly inadequate. This has
culminated in an increase in
sicknesses that result from the
unhygienic life-styles of the
people, not through any fault of
their own. All services are
inadequate to accommodate the
needs of all the people.

The liberal leader Tony Leon,
knows of the threat of a people
who are driven by hopelessness.
He is running up and down crying
the alarm and already asks for
guarantees that expropriation
(“invasions”) will not be tolerated.
Thabo Mbeki as lackey of
imperialism gave his assurance:
“government would not allow the
ilegal invasion of farms in this
country” (Argus 13 May 2000).

We of the APDUSA state that
the expropriation of the large
farms is a prerequisite for the

From Our Programme:

APDUSA demands “A resolution of the land question in accordance
with the needs of those who work and live off the land. This means
the destruction of all existing tribal and feudal relations in the rural
areas and the nationalisation of the land, without compensation. A
new division of the land and its management, which excludes forced
collectivisation, the payment of rent and the expropriation of small
peasant farmers, must be undertaken by committees that are
democratically elected by and answerable to the people.”

The redistribution of land must
take place under the democratic
control of the peasants and the
workers and productive collective
farming must be promoted with
financial and technical assistance
from the state. This demands the
unity of the workers and
peasantry under the leadership of
the working class as a matter of
paramount importance. This unity

importance of the struggle for
socialism. It means that we must
accept that the land question can
only be addressed by a
democratically elected constituent
assembly after the destruction of
capitalism. The majority of the
peasantry, as a class in transition,
will of necessity join hands with
the working class to solve the
contradiction of land hunger and

instil in both classes the | the exploitation of the masses. ®

resolution of the land question. will

APDUSA CONFERENCE 2000

The national conference of the APDUSA was held thisbserved that its becoming a common saying in din&l r
year in Cape Town on the 21/22 April 2000. Allioaal areas that “the democracy that people fought for is
branches and groups attended this important evetiteds enjoyed by those who are in parliament and a few
calendar of the organisation. The reporter alscetesl henchmen who are used as political decoys”.
that although the organisation suffered a few difes The paper on the national situation showed clearly
during the past year, the number of delegates how the ruling ANC Party is aligning itself more eopy
conference was not diminished. The conference \gas awith the interests of big business. Its programprivatise
attended by a delegates from the FEDCRAW trade tJnistate assets and the proposed amendments to labour
and AZAPO. legislation to conform with illegal realities proseis dire

Four papers were presented at the conference name&lgnsequences for the working class. The black -petit
The Presidential address, The National Situatiohe T bourgeoisie, under the cloak of fighting racismmisving
International Situation (focussing on Sub-Sahar&icd) ahead at full steam in their campaign to get adrighare
and the Trade Union Question. The introductionsevadr  of the economic cake at the expense of the suffeaimd
of a very high quality and most of the delegatepoverty stricken majority.
participated in the discussions. Conference alswited The paper on the International Situation highlighte
the position that was taken by the organisationitsat the economic backwardness of sub-Saharan Africatwhi
previous conference in East London last year. was enforced by the Colonialist powers and whictwv no

In his address the president, Mr KA Tshanganprecludes it from competing effectively on the
painted a graphic picture of the plight of the mpaterty international market, despite the best efforts of
stricken members of the oppressed masses — those wovernments to implement the structural Adjustment
eke out an existence in the rural areas. In mostl ru Programs dictated by the IMF and the World BanK. Al
villages, the dirt roads, which represent a lifelito the that this has done is to open up the region taapacious
people living there, have become deteriorated th &in  exploits of international capitalist booty hunterso have
extent that they are totally unusable for any kioid no regard for the people of these countries tret tould
vehicular traffic. The result is that children hawewalk bleed dry if not opposed.
for miles to attend dilapidated, overcrowded and Over and above the political analyses, a very
unequipped schools, while those who are sick,df/thre important decision that was taken was for thetégimg
not strong enough to walk a great distance to teast of the operational aspects of the organisation.
clinic or hospital must simply die where they alteis The resolutions of conference, printed on the next
becoming a common sight for the coffins of the dizabde page, indicates the importance that members aithtih
carried by men on foot to the nearest point whée tthe activities and policies of the organisation °
dignity of a hearse becomes possible. The president




APDUSA CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

We observe: We resolve:

1. APDUSA must actively be engaged in these irinest

and promote unity, such as united fronts amongst th

oppressed and exploited masses against the neallibe

agenda of the capitalist class.

2. APDUSA has to reactivate the resistance in thalr

areas, which will also promote unity between townd a

country. We must ensure that our transitional paogne

is widely disseminated in the rural areas.

3. We recognise the interdependence of the straggle

Southern Africa and we must promote unity betwéden t

workers and peasants across national boundaries.

4. In relation to the impending municipal elections

call on the masses to build and strengthen their

independent civic organisations to promote candilaf

their choice, who are fully answerable and accdiatto

the communities that they will represent.

5. The APDUSA newsletter must be fine-tuned tauifoc

more clearly on the fundamental political and eceito
roblems, underlying the struggles and experien€dse
bouring masses.

6. The organisation must move to strengthemtermal

functioning by formal and efficient administrative

procedures

1. In this period of globalisation and the enforeamof
neo-liberal policies throughout the world, the ttiaal
struggles of the workers is gravely affected by
fragmentation of labour due to the technique of
outsourcing, contract labour and casualisation.

2. While labour is “flexible”, trillions of dollaa are
being moved around the world everyday. The working
class in any region or industry is subjected todbetrol

of international capital and its agencies, the I5ffe the
World Bank.

3. National governments are unable and unwilling to
defend the interests of the working class and
they(national governments) play the role of lackeys
imperialism.

4. The trade unions are increasingly impelled fe tap
political questions and form links with civic antldent
organisations, as well as political movements.

5. The neo-liberal agenda of the capitalist classllts in
massive retrenchments and has intensified the lan
hunger and poverty in the rural areas.

ADVERTISEMENT

Sponsored by the Royal Netherlands Embassy
and supported by the Department of Labour (Pretoria)

COMPUTER TRAINING
FOR THE UNEMPLOYED

5 COMPUTER PROGRAMS

INCLUDES: Intro to PC’s — Word 97 — Excel 97 - Typing — Internet & Electronic mail IF YOU WISH TO
FOR THE PRICE OF 1 RECEIVE MORE
+ Free workshops in: INFORMATION
Time management — Personal development — Job seeking skills — Body language -- ABOUT THE
Basic bookkeeping — Basic office and secretarial skills APDUSA AND IF
We help you find work! YOU WISH TO BE
R495 — unemployed, R39S — workers. R150 deposit — 8 week course — You get a free CV — manuals —
diskettes — course notes — diploma — morning — afternoon — evening sessions. PLACED ON OUR
12 free movie tickets and 20% discount at a hairdresser included MAILING LIST FOR
Contact: PAMPHLETS, ETC,
RESOURCE ACTION GROUP (RAG) PLEASE WRITE TO

TEL: (021) 9 344178 (ALL HOURS) - Nooitgedacht US AT THE
(021) 6373468 - Nico Malan Nursing College
We also offer: ADDRESS BELOW
Video productions — R350.00, Typing — R3.00 pp, Faxing — R3.00 pp, Copying — 25¢c pp
You can find us at 2 Salm Road in Nooitaedacht on the Modderdam Road

q q q Phone/Fax:
1 Il 1 021-4477853

RAG is a voluntary association and has been approved by the Department of Finance as a
permanent institution for education and training with 18A status of the income tax act.
Auditors: Pricewaterhouse Coopers Fundraising number: 0880 1250005
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